Scotland’s Gardens Scheme
Have you visited one of the beautiful gardens that open for
Scotland’s Gardens Scheme?
Are you planning to visit a garden local to you this summer?
If you are, be sure and let the owners know that you are from QNIS
and that you appreciate their support of Queen’s Nurses. We
would love to have some photos of Queen’s Nurses visiting gardens
or volunteering to help at a garden.
Do you have old pictures of you at a Scotland’s Garden? We are
collecting material for our 130th anniversary next year and would love to see your photos.

Dates for the Diary
Holidays
10th to 14th September 2018
17th to 21st June 2019
16th to 20th September 2019
Annual Gathering
17th June 2019

QNIS Awards Dinner
29th November 2018
QNIS Annual Conference
3rd April 2019
Tea Parties
Local tea parties to celebrate 130 years
April—September 2019

There are regular coffee mornings in
many areas and regional events.
These are in the diary that was sent
out with the Annual Review. If you
want to find out if something is
happening in your local area please
contact QNIS at Castle Terrace.

Prince Charles celebrates Nursing
Our Chief Executive and Nurse Director Clare Cable and four of the new
Queen’s Nurses were invited to attend an evening reception at
Buckingham Palace for 300 nurses from around the United Kingdom to
celebrate the nursing profession. The reception was hosted by the
Prince of Wales and Countess of Wessex, on behalf of The Queen. The
four Queen’s Nurses had been nominated to attend by their Health
Boards to represent the nurses in their region.

Julie
Jess,
Lesley
Clare Barbara
Churchill, Davidson, Paterson, Cable, McFadzean

In his speech, the Prince thanked nurses for their work on behalf of the
nation and celebrated nurses’ contribution to healthcare. He said the
event had been called to pay very special tribute to nurses who had made an exceptional contribution in their varying
fields and also joked about 1948 being a “good vintage” - the year he was born and the year the NHS was created. Hear
below from three of the Queen’s Nurses who attended.

Summer Newsletter 2018
New Queen’s Nurses introduce themselves at
the Crieff Hydro Annual Gathering
Julie Churchill and Rachel
McReady were delighted to
be invited to introduce
themselves to the retired
Queen’s Nurse Annual
Gathering on 18th June at
Crieff Hydro.

Julie started her Queen’s
Nurse training as a Team
Manager of District Nursing
and is now a lecturer at
Queen Margaret University
preparing the next generation
of District Nurses.

The retired Queen’s Nurses
enjoyed hearing of their
experiences of becoming a
new Queen’s Nurse and
sharing their own stories.

Rachel is a Parish Nurse in
Dundee and works with those
who are homeless, bringing
them nursing and pastoral
care.

“I was extremely surprised and a little bewildered to receive an invitation to attend a reception to be given at
Buckingham Palace. I was honoured and privileged to attend the reception and proud to represent the hard working,
dedicated nursing profession who come to work each day to do their best for patients in hospital and the community. It
was an amazing experience and something I will never forget.” Lesley
“As a child, growing up half an hour from London, I often visited the gates and railings of Buckingham Palace. To walk
through the main gates, under the arch, into the inner courtyard, and up the grand staircase into the ballroom, was an
experience which will remain with me for ever. However, for me the most
emotive part of the reception was to hear the speech delivered by the
Prince of Wales. It was a heartfelt, authentic tribute, not only to frontline
nursing, but to nursing in general.” Julie
“I would say that it was an honour to be chosen to represent nursing at
this new event hosted by HRH Prince Charles and to be thanked as
community champions on behalf of the nation. The goodwill in the room
was amazing and will be something I cherish for the rest of my career.”
Jess
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Message from Clare Cable
I hope that you are enjoying the sunshine
after such a long cold winter. It has been an
eventful year so far with a great conference,
another excellent group of new candidates
set off on their nine month Queen’s Nurse
programme and an invitation from HRH The
Prince of Wales. I was invited to
Buckingham Palace to celebrate nursing in
the UK in the presence of Prince Charles and
the Countess of Wessex. It was a joy to be
accompanied by four of our new Queen’s
Nurses, who were proud to wear their
sashes and badges, which were quite a
talking point.
I really enjoyed seeing so many of you for
lunch at our annual gathering in Crieff. We
are planning events all over Scotland in
2019 to celebrate 130 years of the Institute,
so if you’d like to help organise something
near you, do please get in touch.

Queen’s Nurses singing together
Retired Queen’s Nurse, Ann Thomson, and New Queen’s Nurse, Ally Lister, are
both members of the Aurora Choir which won the Silver Shield for Mixed Voice
Open for the third year running at the Aberdeen Music Festival in June.

QNIS Visitors

Stornoway Annual Dinner

The Queen’s Nurse Visitors are a group of amazing volunteers who were
themselves Queen’s Nurses or district nurses. The Visitors offer
fellowship and a keep in touch service which can be face to face or over
the telephone.

The Queen’s Nurses of the Western Isles enjoyed
their annual local dinner at the Caberfeidh Hotel in
Stornoway on 1st May and were joined by the local
new Queen’s Nurses.

Whether you would like a phone call from time to time or someone to
pop around for a cup or tea and a chat, the visitors can let you know
what is happening at QNIS. They can keep in touch with you as
frequently as you want and they are a vital part of the work of QNIS.

Visitor Ann Thomson with the late
Mararet Adam on her 90th birthday

If you are interested in connecting with a fellow Queen’s Nurse and having a visitor or phone
contact or if you would like to find out how to become a visitor, please contact Fiona on 0131 229
2333 for more information.

Long Service Award

130 years of Queen’s Nursing in Scotland in 2019

It is never too late …

The Scottish Branch of Queen’s Nursing was established in April
1889 and to celebrate this milestone birthday we are planning a
series of local tea parties, Community Nursing Long Service Awards
events and taking part in Doors Open days in September 2019. We
will also be updating our website with more about our history.
Many of you have already kindly donated objects and pictures and
we are very grateful for all these which we will use for a display and
handling collection here at Castle Terrace. We are keen to have
more photographs and the stories behind them. Does anyone have
a photograph of a Queen’s Nurse on a motor bike in the regulation
rubber skirt and coat? Yes it really was part of the uniform!

Here is Murdina Clark
after being presented
with her long service
award for 21 years of
community nursing by
Glasgow Visitors Kay
Boyde and Ruby
Matheson. The ladies got
together for a lunch and
catch up and surprised
Murdina with her award
which was long overdue.

Please share your stories with us and if you have artefacts that
should be kept for posterity and you are happy to part with them,
please do consider speaking to us about them becoming part of the
QNIS archive held by the RCN at the National Library of Scotland.

A Queen’s Nurse candidate is celebrating after winning a
national award
Lorraine Haining, who leads a multidisciplinary
dementia team in NHS Dumfries and Galloway,
scooped the top prize in her category, Caring for
Older People, at the RCNi awards ceremony in
London on 4th July 2019. The specialist nurse
practitioner has worked within the field of dementia
for the last 18 years .

Celebration Wall
More names have been added
to the Celebration Wall this
year. We were asked by the
Queen’s Nurses in Glasgow to
add the names of Miss MacLeod
and Miss MacLean in honour of
their service to the Institute
and the role they played.
Families have paid tribute to
their own Queen’s Nurse by having a name added to
mark a significant birthday or their passing.
Any Queen’s Nurse can have their name inscribed, for
a donation to cover the cost and contribute to the
work of QNIS. Please contact the office.

RCN Awards Fellowship to
Queen’s Nurse Jess Davidson
Jess Davidson, pictured with Clare
Cable and Fiona McQueen, Chief
Nursing Officer, receiving the
prestigious fellowship award
from the RCN at this year’s RCN
Congress in Belfast on 12th May.

Annual
Garden
Party
The Palace
kindly gave us
tickets for this
year’s Royal
Garden Party
at Holyrood
Palace on 4th
July.
Attending on behalf of QNIS were new
Queen’s Nurse Anne Burns (Greater
Glasgow & Clyde) and retired Queen’s
Nurses Catherine Morrison (Lewis) and
Cathy Wilson (Lothian). If you would like to
be included in the draw for tickets for the
2019 event, please let Castle Terrace or
your visitor know. If you have attended
before you may not apply again.

Keeping in touch with you –
changes in Data Protection
Legislation
The Information Commissioner has let us
know that you don’t have to do anything
to make sure that we can stay in touch
with you now the new GDPR Legislation is
in force.
We have updated our privacy policy in line
with new legislation and this is available
on our website www.qnis.org.uk or on
request from Castle Terrace.
If you do not want us to continue to
contact you or if you wish us to remove
you from our databases, you have that
right - just let us know.
If you move house be sure to let us know
so that we can write to you. If you would
like us to email you instead, email
office@qnis.org.uk and we will update our
records.

