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May 2021 

Dear Prime Minister Johnson, 

We are writing ahead of your crucial summit meeting in the United Kingdom on June 11 to 
urge the G7 to put in place a financial plan of action for achieving the vaccination of the 
world now needed to save lives. 

You will be meeting against a distressing backdrop. The Director-General of the World 
Health Organization has warned that deaths due to Covid-19 in 2021 could surpass the 
levels reached last year. Many countries are today struggling with high transmission rates, 
over-stretched intensive care units, and desperate shortages of medical oxygen. 

As nurses working to contain the disease, we are deeply aware of our responsibilities to our 
fellow citizens around the world. 

The development of vaccines was a triumph of science and endeavour. The delivery of 
vaccines to the world’s poorest countries and people will require a triumph of international 
cooperation, leadership, and hard financial planning. As wealthy countries move towards 
coverage rates of 70 per cent and above, coverage across sub-Saharan Africa remains less 
than 1 per cent. The vaccine gap between rich and poor countries is growing by the day. 
Changing this picture is an ethical imperative. It is also an epidemiological necessity. 

The phrase ‘none of us are safe until all of us are safe’ is not a political slogan but a 
scientific fact. Faced with a global pandemic, we are only as strong as the weakest link in 
the chain.  

Several G7 countries have contributed generously to Covax, which plans to deliver two 
billion doses this year to more than 120 countries, and the wider ACT-Accelerator (ACT-A) 
architecture. However, it is increasingly evident to us that the pace and scale of 
international cooperation must be stepped up. That applies first and foremost to 
vaccination. But we must not lose sight of the wider pressures on fragile health systems. 
The scenes from India have provided a reminder of the suffering associated with shortages 
of medical oxygen. Meanwhile, we are deeply aware that primary health care services are 
suffering from the disruption caused by Covid-19. 

It is against this background that we call on you to galvanise international action. We 
support the call of Gordon Brown, Graça Machel and others for the G7 to fully finance its 
share of the resources needed to support ACT-A over the next two years. The current  
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financing gap amounts to around $66bn (including $19bn for this year). Closing that gap 
would provide the resources needed to accelerate progress towards universal adult 
vaccination. 

Countries attending the G7 summit should agree a simple financing formula for allocating 
contributions. Based on a burden-sharing formula developed by South Africa and Norway, 
these countries would cover around-two-thirds of overall ACT-A financing, or around $43bn 
over two years. The G7 is also well placed to mobilise through agencies like the IMF and 
World Bank the additional finance needed to support vaccine delivery and essential 
services through investment in health systems, especially primary health care. 

We are, of course, aware that every G7 country is facing its own financial pressures. Yet 
there is an overwhelming case for you to act. The costs of vaccinating the world will be 
dwarfed by the economic costs of lost trade and economic output if we fail to act. More 
importantly, the human costs of failing to finance our global effort are simply unacceptable, 
including for citizens living in the G7 countries. We urge you to seize that opportunity on 
behalf of humanity. 

Yours sincerely 

Dr Crystal Oldman CBE, Queen’s Nurse, Chief Executive, The Queen’s Nursing Institute 

 

Clare Cable, Chief Executive and Nurse Director, The Queen’s Nursing Institute Scotland

 

And The Undersigned Queen’s Nurses from the UK: 
 
Agnes Fanning, Queen's Nurse, Hertfordshire 

Alison Bunce, Queen's Nurse, Western Isles 

Allison de Pentheny O'Kelly, Queen's Nurse, Cornwall 

Aly Laws, Queen's Nurse, Newcastle 

Amanda Bickle, Queen's Nurse, Staffordshire 

Angie Hack, Queen's Nurse, London 

Anne Burns, Queen's Nurse, Greater Glasgow and Clyde 

Anne Duncan, Queen's Nurse, Lincolnshire 

Anne Maclean, Queen's Nurse, Highland 

Annie-Theresa MacDonald 

Antonia Brown, Queen's Nurse, Sussex 

Barbara McFadzean, Queen's Nurse, Ayrshire and Arran 

Bob Gardiner, Queen's Nurse, Grampian 

Brenda Kirk, Queen's Nurse, Greater Glasgow and Clyde 



                                                                                  
 
Caroline Porter, Queen's Nurse, Greater Glasgow and Clyde 

Caroline Yeats, Queen's Nurse, London 

Caroline Yeats, Queen's Nurse, London 

Cathanna Smith, Queen's Nurse, Highland 

Christina Fairhead, Queen's Nurse, Yorkshire 

Christina Guinane, Queen's Nurse, Greater Glasgow and Clyde 

Claire Adamson, Queen's Nurse, Fife 

Clare Mechen, Queen's Nurse, Dorset 

Clare Stiles, Queen's Nurse, Shetland 

Coleen McLeod, Queen's Nurse, Western Isles 

Debbie Bridges, Queen's Nurse 

Debbie Duncan, Queen's Nurse, Northern Ireland 

Debbie Duncan, Queen's Nurse, Northern Ireland 

Deborah Lloyd, Queen's Nurse, Walsall 

Delia Howlett , Queen's Nurse, Borders, Scotland 

Diane Walker, Queen's Nurse, Lincolnshire 

Elaine Wilson, Queen's Nurse, Ayrshire and Arran 

Elizabeth Gillespie, Queen's Nurse, Greater Glasgow and Clyde 

Elizabeth Keat, Queen's Nurse, Leeds 

Emma Swarbrick, Queen's Nurse, Sussex 

Emma Visca, Queen's Nurse, Dumfries and Galloway 

Esther Kirby, Queen's Nurse, Liverpool 

Fiona Mason, Queen's Nurse, Borders, Scotland 

Gabriela Maxwell, Queen's Nurse, Lanarkshire 

Gayle Ridge, Queen's Nurse, Ayrshire and Arran 

Gemma MacDonald, Queen's Nurse, Fife 

Gill Dennes, Queen's Nurse, Fife 

Hazel Dent, Queen's Nurse, Dorset 

Hazel Hamilton, Queen's Nurse, Dumfries and Galloway 

Helen Ballinger, Queen's Nurse, Gloucestershire 

Hilary Alba, Queen's Nurse, Greater Glasgow and Clyde 

Ian Hall, Queen's Nurse, Orkney 

Inger McGowan, Queen's Nurse, Lothian 

James Hill, Queen's Nurse, Ayrshire and Arran 

Jan Knight, Queen's Nurse, Buckinghamshire 

Jane Douglas, Queen's Nurse, Borders 

Jean Piernicki, Queen's Nurse, Hampshire 

Jeanie Gallagher, Queen's Nurse, Dumfries and Galloway 

Jenny Charlewood, Queen's Nurse, Bristol 

Jess Davidson, Queen's Nurse, Lothian 

Joan Gracie, Queen's Nurse, Forth Valley 

 
 
Joanna Taylor, Queen's Nurse, Highland 



                                                                                  
 
Joanne Anderson, Queen's Nurse, Ayrshire and Arran 

Judy Miller, Queen's Nurse, Suffolk 

Julie Bevan, Queen's Nurse, Lincolnshire 

Julie Bliss, Queen's Nurse, Bedfordshire 

Julie Churchill, Queen's Nurse, Lothian 

Julie Fitzpatrick, Queen's Nurse, Greater Glasgow and Clyde 

Karen Drummond, Queen's Nurse, Greater Glasgow and Clyde 

Karen Ritchie, Queen's Nurse, Lothian 

Karen Shaw, Queen's Nurse, Stoke on Trent 

Kate McConville, Queen's Nurse, Greater Glasgow and Clyde 

Katharine Austin, Queen's Nurse, Gloucestershire 

Kelly Frame, Queen's Nurse, Lanarkshire 

Kelvin Frew, Queen's Nurse, Dumfries and Galloway 

Kendra Schneller, Queen's Nurse, London 

Keri Hollis, Queen's Nurse, Tayside 

Kim Lesley Hammerton, Queen's Nurse, North Wales 

Kirsteen Coady, Queen's Nurse, Grampian 

Kirsten Kernaghan, Queen's Nurse, Lothian 

Lesley Frater, Queen's Nurse, Sunderland 

Lesley Paterson, Queen's Nurse, Tayside 

Lesley-Ann Wyllie, Queen's Nurse, Greater Glasgow and Clyde 

Lindsay Griffin, Queen's Nurse, Tayside 

Lisa Scott, Queen's Nurse, Doncaster 

Liz Scott, Queen's Nurse, Stockport 

Lorraine Eustice, Queen's Nurse, Berkshire 

Lorraine Haining, Queen's Nurse, Dumfries and Galloway 

Louise Hankin, Queen's Nurse, West Sussex 

Lyn Orr, Queen's Nurse, Hertfordshire 

Lyndsey Forsyth, Queen's Nurse, Fife 

Madeline Wilson, Queen's Nurse, Greater Glasgow and Clyde 

Margaret-Ann Williamson, Queen's Nurse, Forth Valley 

Maria O'Neill, Queen's Nurse, Lincolnshire 

Marie Hooper, Queen's Nurse, Leicestershire 

Mary Kinninmonth, Queen's Nurse, Fife 

Maxine Copson, Queen's Nurse, Norwich 

Mel Robinson, Queen's Nurse, Staffordshire 

Michelle Duffy, Queen's Nurse, Highland 

Michelle Wilkinson, Queen's Nurse, Essex 

Moira Flett, Queen's Nurse, Orkney 

Nancy Farr, Queen's Nurse, Gloucestershire 

Nichola Forsyth, Queen's Nurse, Grampian 

Nicola Dow, Queen's Nurse, Greater Glasgow and Clyde 

Oonagh McPherson, Queen's Nurse, Tayside 

 



                                                                                  
 
Pamela Jayne Davenport, Queen's Nurse, Staffordshire 

Pat Beverly, Queen's Nurse, Essex 

Paula Messenger, Queen's Nurse, Somerset 

Pauline McIntyre, Queen's Nurse, Greater Glasgow and Clyde 

Penny Bennett, Queen's Nurse, Doncaster 

Polly Buchanan, Queen's Nurse, Fife 

Rachel Drago, Queen's Nurse, South East Wales 

Rachel Morrison, Queen's Nurse, Western Isles 

Rachel Pulman, Queen's Nurse, Borders, Scotland 

Sarah Fisher, Queen's Nurse Sheffield 

Sarah Logan, Queen's Nurse, Liverpool 

Sharon Aldridge-Bent, Queen's Nurse, Uxbridge 

Sharon Predergast, Queen's Nurse, Northampton 

Shirley Whiteman, Queen's Nurse, Orkney, Scotland 

Simone Thorn Heathcock, Queen's Nurse, London 

Sophie Howson, Queen's Nurse, Cambridge 

Steve Mullay, Queen's Nurse, Greater Glasgow and Clyde 

Sue Boran, Queen's Nurse, London 

Sue Burke, Queen's Nurse, Hampshire 

Susan Lucas, Queen's Nurse, Swindon 

Sylvia Dryden, Queen's Nurse, Newcastle 

Teresa Keegal, Queen's Nurse, London 

Tracey Stewart, Queen's Nurse, Bedfordshire 

Tracie Mckelvie, Queen's Nurse, Wales 

Tracy Means, Queen's Nurse, York 

Trish Kelly, Queen's Nurse, London 

Val Hutchinson, Queen's Nurse, Sandwell 

Vicki Courage, Queen's Nurse, Bedfordshire 

Zara Head, Queen's Nurse, Yorkshire 

 


